
Stefan Riebel

Stefan Riebel (°1982, Halle Saale, Germany) makes conceptual artworks and media 

art. By investigating language on a meta-level, Riebel tries to grasp language. 

Transformed into art, language becomes an ornament. At that moment, lots of 

ambiguities and indistinctnesses, which are inherent to the phenomenon, come to the 

surface.

His conceptual artworks are characterised by the use of everyday objects in an 

atmosphere of middleclass mentality in which recognition plays an important role. 

With a conceptual approach, he wants to amplify the astonishment of the spectator by 

creating compositions or settings that generate tranquil poetic images that leave traces 

and balances on the edge of recognition and alienation.

His works focus on the inability of communication which is used to visualise reality, 

the attempt of dialogue, the dissonance between form and content and the 

dysfunctions of language. In short, the lack of clear references are key elements in the 

work. By applying a poetic and often metaphorical language, he tries to approach a 

wide scale of subjects in a multi-layered way, likes to involve the viewer in a way that is 

sometimes physical and believes in the idea of function following form in a work.

His works appear as dreamlike images in which fiction and reality meet, well-known 

tropes merge, meanings shift, past and present fuse. Time and memory always play a 

key role. By taking daily life as subject matter while commenting on the everyday 

aesthetic of middle class values, he often creates work using creative game tactics, 

but these are never permissive. Play is a serious matter: during the game, different 

rules apply than in everyday life and even everyday objects undergo transubstantiation.

His works directly respond to the surrounding environment and uses everyday 

experiences from the artist as a starting point. Often these are framed instances that 

would go unnoticed in their original context. Stefan Riebel currently lives and works in 

Leipzig and Berlin.
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